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Willy Wonka Junior Backstage 
By Seriah Robinson, JNSA Student

During the past few weeks I had a chance to observe the run-through of 
the production of Willy Wonka Junior.  From my perspective, I believe that 
the production is coming along very well.  I was also able sit down with 
assistant director Maya Brown. Maya seems very confident in the progress 
of all of the cast members. 

Speaking of cast members, each one appears to be very excited to be 
a part of this production.  They work hard, rehearsing Monday through 
Friday, trying on all different kinds of costumes.

My sources tell me that the cast members have only until April 15th to 
be able to recite their lines without using a script.

Observing the rehearsals I noticed that while one scene was taking 
center stage, students were also rehearsing another scene on the sidelines.  I 
watched and listened as cast members practiced their lines and learned their 
cues.

Everyone seemed to be making full use of precious rehearsal time, and 
they also seemed aware that the clock was ticking faster and faster.

From the main characters to the Oompa Loompas, everybody was 
working hard to guarantee great performances when Willy Wonka Junior 
opens at the Jessye Norman School of the Arts on May 2nd with additional 
performances on May 3rd and 4th. I hope to see you there!

Coming Soon: Art You 
Can Eat!        
By Sarai Neloms, JNSA Student
     Of all the various fine arts courses 
offered here at the Jessye Norman School 
of the Arts, one could not think of anything 
else to add.  However, a culinary arts class 
is in the works to be developed.  Learning 
to prepare healthy meals would be an 
excellent skill for the students to add to 
their art repertoire. 
     In the back of the school, there is an 
area designated for the kitchen. But, 
donors are needed to get the job done. 
Members of the Board of Directors are 
working extremely hard to make the class 
a success. 
     Mrs. Caroyln Dolen, a very important 
member of the Board of Directors for 
JNSA, says, “Raising awareness about 
JNSA is the main thing students can do 
to help. When the students showcase their 
amazing talents to the community, they 
raise awareness.” 
    “Raising awareness about the need for 
funds to complete the project would help 
to bring donors.  The initial purpose of 
the class, Mrs. Dolen says, “would be to 
prepare healthy snacks and meals for the 
students—especially when the students 
must stay for late rehearsal hours.  Instead 
of buying food from outside sources, 
we could buy the ingredients to prepare 
healthy foods for the students at the school.  
But, as time progresses, we would begin 
to offer culinary classes for the students to 
teach them to prepare healthy foods.”
     Creating delicious foods that connect 
culture, technique, and fun would bring 
a new creative outlet to JNSA.  Learning 
to cook dishes like crackling bread to 
delicious soufflés from the best chef in 
the area would bring a new medium of 
art to JNSA, and it may even inspire an 
additional career path.  Showcasing their 
new talents by cooking for their friends 
and family would bring their new talents 
to the table!
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WILLY WONKA REHEARSALS ARE IN FULL SWING
By Asja Mack-Jackson & Alexis Stokley
 

Ms. Allen, JNSA visual arts instructor, is also head of the costume 
department for our Willy Wonka production. We asked her if she finds 
costuming work challenging.

“Yes,” she said, “challenging but fun. It is challenging because it’s a lot of 
hard work, but it’s also fun because I enjoy the students.”

The Willy Wonka costume department had already been working for two 
weeks when we conducted our interview. “They are in the process of sewing 
the Oompa Loompa costumes now,” Ms. Allen pointed out.

 We asked her why she chose (and was chosen) to head the costuming 
department.

“My sewing background—and because Mr. Dennis requested it,” she 
recalled.

Though Ms. Allen and her student staff have had to deal with a couple 
of problems with sewing machines breaking down, she says their corner of the Drama Room “is a comfortable place to work, plus 
everybody is doing their part.”

When we asked her to tell us more about the sewing machine problems, Ms. Allen said that some of the students were still learning 
how to operate them, but now they love the work.

How long did it take students to get used to the sewing machines?
“It took some of the students about two weeks and some only a week, and some are still 

learning,” Ms. Allen said, adding that the visual arts are a good fit with costume design and 
fashion, so students are also gaining artistic experience as they develop their sewing skills.  

Mr. Trey McLaughlin (a.k.a. “Mr.Mac”) is the Music 
Director In the Willy Wonka production. We asked Mr. 
Mac how long it takes to get the songs right?

“Each individual requires about thirty minutes of 
rehearsal over a couple of weeks,” he said, “to get the 

songs perfected.”
We asked Mr. Mac how many days a week are devoted to practice. “For the entire cast, it 

usually takes three days a week, but individually about one day a week.” 
And how long has the cast been practicing the musical numbers?
“It’s been about a month-and-a-half now,” he replied, turning back to the piano and focusing on the score of Willy Wonka Junior.
Ms. Mayfield, Dance Instructor, is working with students on several scenes in the show.
Naturally, she serves as choreographer for the production. We asked her how long it takes most cast members to learn their moves?
“Several practices to memorize the steps,” Ms. Allen said. “It takes about three hours for the choreography to stick about two times a 

week.”
Are you enjoying what you are doing? We asked.
“Oh my—YES!” she said, flashing her big smile. “I LOVE what we’re doing.”

FOUR NEW ROOMS DEDICATED
By Mr. Tom Turner
 Three new classrooms and a new Learning Support Center were dedicated on Feb-
ruary 19th with a festive reception for donors, friends and faculty.
 Plaques honoring Fran Crittendem (Art Room) and Jamesetta Liddell Jones (Music 
Room) were placed on permanent display; naming opportunities still exist for the Cre-
ative Writing Room and the Learning Support Center.
 Recently, the former upstairs music room has been converted into a state-of-the-art 
studio for photography and on-line writing students, each of whom was assigned new Nikon digital camera.
 “These additions allow us to bring in more students and they give us more space for operations,” Executive Director 
Michael Ray points out.
 The three new classrooms are located at street level and the new and expanded Learning Support Center is located 
on the second floor as is the newly redesigned Photography and On-Line Writing Studio.
 Plans are also underway for the installation of an elevator and a new Culinary Arts facility which is also planned for 
the downstairs area.   



PICTURE THIS
By Charlson Price

Columnist, JNSA News

Jessye Norman School of the Arts’ newest class is now 
open for business! This state-of-the-art course features new 
Nikon cameras and the latest computer software designed to 
help turn students into excellent photographers and on-line 
writers.

This class for budding photo-journalists is open to high-
schoolers, but students who have earned a red belt or black 
belt can also join—so you can be any age so long as you are 
serious about learning and have shown that you can behave 
in class.

This is because students must show a certain level of 
maturity if they are serious about taking their photography 
and writing skills to the next level.

This class teaches students the wonders of taking pictures; 
how to edit them and how to write copy, headlines and captions 
for their photographs used in the Jessye Norman School of the 
Arts Newsletter.  (Hint: You are looking at some of their work 
right now!)

The photography teacher, Ms. Melanie, and the on-line 
writing teacher, Mr. Turner, are putting in their full effort to 
shape their students into the best photographers and columnists 
the news business has ever seen.
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By Myles Neloms, JNSA Student

Today I asked the students of the Jessye 
Norman School of the Arts photography class 
how they felt about their new class.  All I heard 
throughout my interviews with my classmates 
were things like “I think it’s going very 
well”(Michael Neloms); “Yes, I thoroughly 
enjoy the photography class and online 
writing”(Sarai Neloms) and “I feel proud of 
myself every time I take a picture.” All I heard 
as I interviewed these students was that the new 
class was a true success.

The teacher of this class, Ms. Melanie, feels 
the same way. She started taking photography 
classes at Evans High School with her teacher 
Mr. Crow, and first considered herself a 
professional photographer after she took 
classes in college. Now she hopes to “help 
youth to realize their voice and help them find 
a way to express themselves and their voice.” 
She is currently helping various young students 
find their voices through photography.  

Overall, I think this new photography class 
is a great addition to the Jessye Norman School 
of the Arts. 

Students Take Their Best Shot

All the wonderful events that are happening at 
the Jessye Norman School of the Arts are only 
possible with funding provided by supporters.  
We need your support to continue, and move 
forward, with JNSA.  Please donate through 
our website:  jessyenormanschool.org.  and 
donate using Pay Pal.  We hope for donations 
that will enable us to install a kitchen area 
and an art gallery.  Please talk with us about 
naming a space to honor a friend or family 
member.  (706-394-1245).

Save the Dates!
• Rachel Inselman to perform for students on May 8th
• JNSA at the Green Jackets Game on May 15th
• Last day of JNSA is May 17th
• Summer Camp at JNSA will be held in two sessions, June 10th - 28th and July 8th - 26th 
• “Russell Joel Brown—Broadway and Beyond.” August 18, 5 PM, Maxwell Performing   
Arts Theatre. Guest performer - Lashonda Reese


